The Tower of Babel
"When on high the Heavens had no name, Nor the earth below,
When Apsu, the First of gods, their Creator, And Tiamat, the mother of them all. Caused the waters to run together. ..."
The epic describes the origin of the world of the g the deadly struggle between the first and the second tions, which was similar to the struggle between th gods and the Titans. Apsu and Tiamat produce gener gods. The conflict arises between the parents and gods, Ea and his wife Damkina, who gives birth tc digious child destined to overthrow the forces of dark: to create the present world. Tiamat, in her revenj birth to eleven fearful monsters, some of which seem passed into the signs of the zodiac: scorpion-men, f snakes, dragons and salamanders. Marduk, the chil and Damkina, has in the meantime grown up, and is by the gods, now helpless, to wage battle against generation and its monsters. Marduk agrees on c that after his victory he will be recognised as king of t They give their consent at a banquet the description c foreshadows the festivals of Homer's Olympus:
"All the great gods, all those who rule the world Went in before Anshar, filling the hall, Embraced each other, stood together, Conversed and took their places for the feast. They broke bread, drank the wine,